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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 

The conference is open to individual and group paper presentations. Those willing 
to present their papers are invited to submit their proposals following the 

GUIDELINES FOR PRESENTER CANDIDATES described below. The conference call 
for papers lasts from November 1, 2018 to January 31, 2019. The selected 

proposals will be communicated to their authors between December 2018 and 
February 2019. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
At a time of resurgent populist nationalism, a global approach to the History of the 
World, and the History of Asia-Africa relations in particular, might help provide a 
sense of shared global humanity and encourage a sense of belonging to the world, 
and ultimately produce more tolerant and cosmopolitan world citizens. 
 
Over the last two decades, the growing interest and engagement of Asian powers in 
and with Africa have led to the intensification of research on Asia-Africa relations. 
Apparently surprised by the “new” Asian presence in Africa, a flood of studies 
analyzing the evolving Asia-Africa relationships from a variety of angles, have 



appeared, putting a particular emphasis on China and Chinese economic and political 
strategies in Africa (India coming second, followed closely by other competing Asian 
emerging powers like South Korea, Turkey, Malaysia and others). The launching of 
the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative further stimulated this craze.  
 
However, these studies in their majority, particularly those issued from a nationalistic 
or Eurocentric perspective, lack historical consciousness and are often characterized 
by a sense of alarmism.  
 
A global historical perspective is particularly important for showing that Africa-Asia 
relations are not a new phenomenon. Indeed, current relationships are often built 
upon and are expansions of  ancient economic, political and cultural ties and 
social/human networks. The timeless Afro-Asian links across the Indian Ocean and 
between Mediterranean Africa, the Middle East and South East Asia through the long-
lasting continental “silk road”, have been central and at the source of Afro-Asian 
connectedness. These enduring links have made it possible for the people of these 
two continents to transcend the boundaries of religion, culture and civilization and the 
making of cross-cultural encounters in the shape of long distance trade, transfer of 
technology, mass immigration, exchange of plants, animals, diseases… all forming 
the regular features of world history, long before the “Rise of the West”.  
 
A simple look at the crops that are now staple foods in much of Africa and Asia points 
to the extensive and intensive nature of Asia-Africa links. Asian domestics, such as 
rice and banana, are basic foods in Africa and African domesticates, including 
sorghum and millet, are widely consumed by contemporary Asians as staples. 
Indeed, “Global Commodity Chain” approach to writing global history (following a 
commodity from the country of production through mediation to the country where it is 
finally consumed) is one way of verification of the thesis of the pre-modern origin of a 
world economic system. The history of coffee — a local crop from Ethiopia, traded at 
Mocha, which becomes a sublime beverage at Sufi gatherings throughout the Muslim 
world, gives birth to Ottoman coffee houses then becomes a globalized commodity — 
illustrates at the same time the durability and complexity of Africa-Asia links and 
demonstrates that the ‘coffeetization’ of the world preceded its “Mcdonalization”. 
 
We welcome contributions at the Asia-Africa section of this conference that account for 
the intensive and extensive nature of the Asia-Africa relations and research which 
explores African agency in the building of these relations. Papers on interactions 
between African and Asian actors in specific settings (market places, schools, but 
also more intimate settings like the family) are also welcome, for they add social and 
human substance to otherwise dry economic and political investigations. Past and 
current migration flows between Asia and Africa for such diverse reasons and how 
these population movements co-shape Africa-Asia relationships, are also important 
research themes.  
(Fatima Harrak, Emeritus Professor of History and Political Sciences, Centre of 
African Studies, University Mohammed V, Rabat, Morocco) 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR PRESENTER CANDIDATES 
 
The selection of presenters is based on the abstract and the basic personal data of 
the presenter candidates in respect to the following dates: 
1. Deadline for abstract submission: January 31, 2019 
2. Announce of the selected presenters: December 2018-February 2019 
3. Deadline for full paper submission: February 28, 2019 
 



The abstract is limited to approximately 300 words (figures, tables, and references 
should not be included in the abstract) accompanied by basic personal data of the 
author(s) including: 
- Full name and surname 
- Gender (male/female/other) 
- University title (if any) 
- Specialism (if any) 
- Professional category (lecturer/researcher or activist/practitioner or both) 
- Institution/organisation/company 
- Function in institution/organisation/company 
- Full address (physical/postal address, phone and fax numbers, email) 
The basic personal data are to be presented below the abstract (in the same file of 
the abstract, not in a separate file) 
 
The full paper is to be presented according to the following basic rule: 
- Paper size: A4 (kwarto)  
- Margins: 2.5 cm from all the borders (top, bottom, left, right) 
- Interline: double space  
- Typography: Times New Roman, 12 points  
- Article size: around 4000 words  
- Language: English, British style, article to be checked by a competent person in 
language editing before submission 
 
The abstract with basic personal data and the full paper are to be sent by e-mail to 
the following e-mail address: conference-masterasie@univ-lehavre.fr  
 
 

FINANCING 
 
The presenters as well as simple participants of the conference are supposed to find 
the necessary fund for their own participation (visa, international and national 
transport, accommodation).  
 
 

PRACTICAL MATTERS 
 
The organising committee will provide practical information related to local hotels 
and transport in Paris and Le Havre. The participants will be accompanied by 
students of the Université Le Havre Normandie in Master’s Degree in Exchanges 
with Asia (with their language proficiencies in Chinese, Indonesian, Japanese, 
Korean and Russian, in addition to English and French) and Master’s Degree in 
Exchanges with Latin America (with their language proficiencies in Portuguese and 
Spanish, in addition to English and French). 


